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Pre-FCTC 

ÅSolid evidence base, but no international 

benchmarks 

 

ÅTC efforts at national and subnational levels 

vs a transnational epidemic 
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ÅFCTC as international benchmark 

ÅFCTC as a global and national shield 

against the TI epidemic 
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Currently 

é10 years since adoption 

é  8 years since entry into force 



8 years later, we ôre winning!  

ÅHard fought battles, some more wins 

ÅSmoke-free environments (Art 8) 

ÅPictorial health warnings (Art 11) 

ÅTAPS bans and plain packaging (Art 13) 

ÅHigher taxes to reduce consumption (Art 6) 

ÅProtection from TI interference (Art 5.3) 

 

ÅComprehensive TC laws 
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WHO, 2013 Global Tobacco Control Report 
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8 years later, are we really winning ? 

people have died from tobacco-caused 

diseases since the opening of the first 

FCTC working group on 28 October 

1999 (as of 9:00am, 21 Aug 2013)*.  
 

The death clock is still ticking very fast. 

seatca.org 

67,541,437  

*FCA Death Clock 
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If the FCTC is workingé (1)  

Q: Why is TI still causing 6 million deaths 

annually? 

ÅDemand reduction is not working fast enough 

ÅStill many non-existent or sub-FCTC TC laws 

ÅTI screaming against effective laws, suing 

governments 
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If the FCTC is workingé (2)  

Q: Why is TI expanding and continuing to 

profit? 

ÅSupply reduction is not yet happening 

ÅIllicit trade (Art 15) 

ÅSales to and by minors (Art 16) 

ÅAlternative livelihoods (Art 17) 
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Obstacles: usual suspects  

ÅTraditional approaches to health 

ÅTC and FCTC belong under MOH mandate 

ÅLack of political leadership 

ÅTC not a priority, even in MOH 

ÅTI is a ñlegalò industry making/selling ñlegalò 
products (hopefully a temporary status) 

ÅUndue advantage, gaining/building allies 
ÅGovt/politics: legislators; trade, agriculture, finance 

ÅFront groups and CSR 

ÅInternational trade (FTAs and BITs, illicit trade protocol)  

ÅNew threat: Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement 
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