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Tobacco, unique plant 



   Christopher Columbus (1451–1506) 



Introduction into Korea 



Nazi  



Holocaust, 6 million  



WORLD TOBACCO CONSUMPTION 

►12 million cigarette smoked per   
    minute in the world 
► Top 5 cigarette consuming countries :  
    China, USA, Russia, Japan,  Indonesia 
     (Most of them are Asian countries)  
► China consumed 37% of World’s  
    cigarettes 

Source : Tobacco atlas 3rd ed., 2009 
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  Cause of Death in Korea, 1983-2010 

자료: 사망통계연보, 통계청 
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FCTC 

• Korean Government ratified FCTC 16th May 2005 

 



FCTC Article 6 : Tobacco Tax and price 

• Increase tobacco tax is the most important  tactic 
in reducing tobacco use 

• The price of one cigarette pack of most popular 
brand is about 2 USD in Korea 

 



Price of a pack of cigarette in 34 OECD countries 



• The last cigarette tax increase in Korea was 8 
years ago and there has been no increase in tax 
since 2005. 

• So considering inflation, the real price of cigarettes 
in Korea has been decreasing and this led to the 
recent increase in smoking rates.  
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23 Health organizations urged tobacco tax increase in front 
of Ministry of Health (March 26th 2013) 



Chosun Newspaper (March 27th, 2013) 



Minister of Health & Welfare, “Tobacco price 
increase within this year unlikely” 

 • On May 15th, 2013, Minister of Health & Welfare, Mr. Chin, said 
“tobacco price increase within this year is unlikely”. He mentioned 
that it will be a big burden for smokers with low income. 

• This is after the big front page advertisement in the Chosun 
Newspaper by Korean Smokers Association. 

• After the Minister’s statement, most of debate on  
tobacco tax increase has halted. 



E-cigarettes 

• Usage of e-cigarettes are increasing.  

• Some use it as a device to help in smoking 
cessation. Others use it as an alternative to 
cigarettes 

• One progress made regarding tobacco tax was 
levying health promotion tax on e-cigarettes in 
2011.. (FCTC Article 6) 

 



FCTC Article 8 : smoke-free area 

• Regarding FCTC Article 8, most public places, such 
as public buildings and public transports, have been 
designated smoke-free.  

• Since December of 2012, restaurants and bars 
larger than 150 square meters have also been 
designated smoke-free.  

• This will be expanded to all restaurants and bars by 
2015.  



Outdoor smoke-free areas 

• Moreover, the local governments have the 
authority to designate smoke-free areas. (2009) 

• The penalty on smoking in smoke-free areas is 
approximately $100. (FCTC Article 19.) 

• Many parks, squares, bus stops and crowded 
streets have been designated smoke-free even 
though they are outdoors. 



• Health warning label comprises 30% of a cigarette 
pack surface.  

• 6 carcinogens from tobacco are included in the 
health warning label 

 

FCTC Article 11 : packaging and labeling 



Canadian 
Cancer 
Society 



Korea : 97th among 198 countries 



• Add “Quitline number 
(1544-9030)” (2012) 

 

progress 



• Add “intake of tar depends on smokers’ pattern” : 
no benefit of low tar cigarettes 

 

• Ban the description of flavored ingredients (2012) 

• However, pictorial health warning is yet to be 
adopted. 

 



Warning Label 

Singapore Korea Thailand 



Korean Assembly building 





FCTC Article 13 : TAPS 

• According to Health Promotion Act, cigarette ads 
on TV, radio, newspaper, and Internet have been 
banned since 1995, while only ads in adult 
magazines were allowed.  

• The allowed number of ads has been decreased 
from 60 times a year to 10 in 2012.  



Point of purchase (POP) advertisement 



POP ads can be seen from outside 



FCTC Article 14 : helping tobacco 
users in quitting 

• Since 2005, Korea has operated smoking cessation 
clinics in 250 health centers where counselors 
provide behavioral therapy and pharmacotherapy 
for free.  

• In 2006, the National Cancer Center established 
the Quitline service.  



Availability of Quitline 



Analysis of Gaps  
with FCTC  

Requirements 
WHO Report on  

tobacco epidemic, 2009 
 (Western Pacific  

Region) 



Tobacco industry lobbying law makers 



Then what shoud we do? 

 Counter-act Tobacco industry’s interference 

• Protect public health policies from commercial and 
other vested interests of the tobacco industry 
(FCTC Article 5.3)   



Strategies of Next Steps 

 The collaboration of governmental sector and NGO 
sector 

• we need to establish an alliance with the government, 
opinion leaders, mass media and NGOs 



Anti-smoking Movement Alliance 

 26th World No Tobacco Day, 2013 



Participating Organizations  
(40 Organizations) 

• 국제절제협회, 대한예방의학회, 대한비뇨기과학회, 대한산부인과학회, 녹색소비자연

대전국협의회, 대한가정의학회, 대한간호협회, 대한결핵 및 호흡기학회, 대한결핵협

회, 대한금연학회, 대한병원협회, 대한보건협회, 대한산업보건협회, 대한암협회, 대한

약사회, 대한여자치과의사회, 대한의사협회, 대한치과의사협회, 대한한의사협회, 보건

교사회, 청소년흡연음주예방협회, 한국간호과학회, 한국건강관리협회, 한국과학기자

협회, 한국금연운동협의회, 한국농촌의학·지역보건학회, 한국담배제조 및 매매금지추

진 운동본부, 한국독성학회/한국환경성돌연변이발암원학회, 한국마약퇴치운동본부, 

한국만성질환관리협회, 한국보건경제정책학회, 한국보건교육건강증진학회, 한국소비

자연맹, 한국여자의사회, 한국여자한의사회, 한국역학회, 한국산업간호협회, 한국학교

보건학회, 한국학교보건협회, 한국환경보건학회」 

 



Through collaboration with  

Asia-Pacific countries  

Korea will move forward!!! 



Tobacco, let them go, let them be freed 



Thank you! 


